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Being held prior to being tried for a crime is what placed Dennis Bradford, the 
individual who kidnapped, raped, and cut the throat of 8-year-old Jennifer Schuett 
in 1990, in jail. In 2008, Detective Tim Cromie and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) agent Richard Rennison gathered evidence from this cold case. Using more con
temporary technology, they retested the 20-year-old evidence for DNA. The outcome 
of the test linked Bradford to the Schuett case via the Combined DNA Index System 
(commonly known as CODIS). 

Chris Farias was confined to a local county jail for little more than a year while on 
work release following his DUI. While in jail, he was kept in his cell, which he shared 
with another individual. Privileges were few, although socializing was not forbidden. 
Chris was fortunate enough to be housed in a location that offered this intermediate 
sanction privilege instead of strict lockup. Because of it, he could continue to run his 
business, although that was difficult. As a contractor, his lack of response frustrated his 
customers. What these customers did not recognize was that Chris frequently had no 
choice, as he was locked up without access to cell phones, computers, or other means 
to conduct work.

Jail Population
At the end of June 2014, 744,600 people were confined in city or county jails, a number 

that corresponds to a rate of 234 persons per 100,000 in the population.11 The number of 
people held in jails had decreased slightly since 2007, when 780,174 people were held.12 

Figure 11.1  n � Sentenced State and Federal Prisoners by Sex, Race, and Hispanic  
Origin, 2014
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Men are far more likely to be imprisoned than are women. Why? Are they more violent? Are they 
simply more likely to be arrested and found guilty? What theory do you have about this huge 
discrepancy?

Source: Carson, E. A. (2015). Prisoners in 2014, September, 2014. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of 
Justice Statistics. Retrieved from http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p14.pdf.

CASE STUDY

Case Study Video 11.1: 
Interviews with case study 
participants

Author Video: 
Women in jail


